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Technology in the language classroom:
does the rhetoric match the reality?



1983 – 2013: What has Changed?

Technologies moving very fast

Learners use different media / technologies in school and
at home

Teaching methods often driven by external imperatives:
Ofsted, GCSE, standards, but what has changed in L2
pedagogy?



What do we see in some schools?

•On-line resources linked to course materials, e.g. Vocab
express, Kerboodle, Linguascope

•On-line resources: MYLO – “A new way to learn
languages…”

•Multimedia courses, e.g. Rigolo, Tout le Monde; Rosetta
Stone

•Text manipulation packages, e.g. Task Magic

•Applications for tablets, mobile phones

•Visualisers

•Interactive whiteboards….

•Lots of PowerPoint and clipart

•Use of technology not always efficient or effective



Multimedia: theory and practice

Primary Letter Box: McElwee (2004)



Voki, Wiki and Blog: how do the learners acquire the
linguistic competence necessary in order to use them?

The problem of translation: the google in the room



Disruptive Technologies



What do learners want?



Interactive Whiteboards + Touch Screens

•Ubiquitous in primary schools

•Not present in every specialist language classroom.

•Smart and Promethean boards predominant, but little
evidence of use for modelling, promoting reflection and
evaluating.

•Mostly used as projection screens: some schools have
decided not to use them at all



Promoting reflection



Je n’aime pas
les glaces à la

menthe !

Oh, une
glace à la
menthe !
Merci !

Modelling speaking and grammar

« Elle m’a offert une glace à la menthe mais je ne les aime pas. »



Modelling speaking and grammar

What happened to drills ?

What has become of the Cloze procedure?



Modelling speaking



Exploiting all the features of the interactive whiteboard



Exploiting all the features of the interactive whiteboard



Evaluation and assessment: attitudes to error

Primary Letter Box: McElwee (2004)



Pupil Achievement Tracker (PAT)

Feasey and McElwee (2012)



Virtual learning environments, learning
platforms: haven’t taken off



Enabling environments



Kharrufa and Olivier (2012) Learning Through Reflection at the
Tabletop: A Case Study with Digital Mysteries

Collaborative learning: enabling environments



J'aime M.
Blanc. Même si
on n'est pas fort

en maths, il
nous encourage.

Je suis nul en maths.
M. Blanc, si tu es

fort en maths, ça va,
sinon, il ne s'occupe
pas des élèves qui

sont nuls.

Les maths ? C'est
dur, ça, M. Blanc

n'explique pas. Si tu
ne comprends pas,

tant pis.

Moi aussi, je pense
que c'est difficile,

mais j'ai demandé à
Blanc et il m'a

expliqué.

Speaking is interaction not just
question and answer



Exploiting children’s interest and using technology to
challenge and create: balancing input and output



Thank you
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